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Masterplan  Priority Projects Identified Status  Project Update 

  
Key priorities:  

 Securing a ‘thriving Durham City’ in accordance with the Council’s Sustainable  
Community Strategy (2014-2030); 

 Encouraging private sector investment;  

 Enhancing the vitality of the city centre; 

 Developing the leisure and tourism offer in Durham City; 

 Achieving balanced communities; 

 Addressing air quality issues; and 

 Improving public transport, cycling and walking facilities. 
 
 

City Centre 
 

Durham University 

The University’s new academic strategy identifies the future size and shape of the  
University which will be needed to support their vision of 'world-leading in research,  
education and the wider student experience'. This will include a growth in student  
numbers including the relocation of students and staff from Queen’s Campus,  
Stockton. To enable this new strategy the University has recently consulted on its  
Estate Masterplan. This document provides a guide to how the University could  
develop its estate over the long-term and will be finalised in 2017.  
 
North Road Refurbishment 

The improvement works, currently underway, include replacement of paving, the  
creation of wider areas for outdoor seating, and alterations to the road layout to  
improve traffic flow and road safety.   
 
 
 
Cycle path - Durham Railway Station 

Infrastructure access improved to allow people to reach the station more easily via  
paths alongside the A691 (Framwellgate Peth). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Progressing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Progressing 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Progressing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
University investment proposals addressed through regular dialogue 
and formal joint working arrangements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Package of works proposed to tie in with opening of new Bus Station 
and removal of temporary bus stops. Will provide enhanced footway 
enabling more opportunity for businesses to utilise pavement 
licenses. 
 
 
TCF2 – Walking & Cycling Corridors: 
Development of proposals has continued with topographical surveys 
being completed to allow design to progress and Stage 1 Road 
Safety Audits to be carried out. 
 
TCF2 – Bus Priority Measures (BPM): 
Surveys have been carried out to inform the detailed design of 
proposals for a new bus lane, which has been progressing 
throughout the year. 
 
 



Development of Business Incubator Centre  

The recent acquisition of Salvus House (formerly Sunderland Marine) at Aykley  
Heads allows the development of a Business Incubator in association with New  
College and Durham University. 
 
 
A New Bus Station  

The new bus station will increase the overall space for passengers, which includes increasing 
the reversing area for buses leaving bays and widening the exit onto North Road to improve 
visibility, with additional pedestrian access also being created.  There will be two storey office 
space and a new green roof and wall. 
 
 
The River Walks (formerly The Gates) 

The Council has supported the redevelopment, now underway, of The Gates 
Shopping Centre that will become The River Walks, including cinema, dining, shops &  
student accommodation.  
 
 
Former Swimming Baths off Old Elvet  

The Council continues to actively pursue options to see the site either brought back  
into an appropriate use or to see it redeveloped sensitively.  
 
 
Redevelopment of Milburngate House  

Following the relocation of NS&I and the Passport Office to Freeman’s Reach, the  
site is now available for redevelopment.  
 
New Multi Storey Car Park 

 
 
 
Heart of the City: Market Place and Vennels  

Installation of lighting to Elvet Bridge area. 
 
 
Back Elvet  

Public realm improvements - reconstruction of surface (paving) of 100m of heritage  
route to the riverbanks from Elvet via Jailors Yard. 
 
 
Pelaw Woods - Land Slip 

Ground stabilisation works and re-instatement of footpath 
 
 
Durham - Aykley Heads Project Development 

In January 2018, Cabinet agreed to create a new headquarters to allow for the development 
of a new business park on the Aykley Heads site.  The vision for the site is to create a new 
and unique business location for the North East that maxims economic growth in County 

 

Complete  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Progressing 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete 
 
 
 
 
 
Progressing 
 
 
 
Progressing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete 
 
 
 
Not 
progressing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Progressing 
 
 
 

 
Complete and fully occupied 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On site and due for completion early 2024. 
 
 
 
 
 
‘The Riverwalk’ is now complete and had a mix of leisure, retail and 
food and beverage outlets including The Odeon Luxe cinema. 
 
 
 
 
The Council continues to work with Durham University (landowner) 
to review options for this site.   
 
 
Redevelopment scheme nearing completion following delays caused 
by contractor going into administration.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On hold due to Prince Bishops redevelopment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Plot C is complete and occupiable from early 2024. 
Aykley Heads proposition launched to market in 2023 to secure a 
Joint Venture partner for delivery of wider site.  
 



Durham and delivers jobs in new and growing sectors with the aim of providing a high-quality 
employment location that contributes to the delivery of new and better jobs.   
 
 
 
New HQ 

Rivergreen will now be the new Civic base for the Council. 
 
 
 
Durham City - Elvet Riverside  
 
 
 
 
 
Durham – Milburngate Footbridge and Pedestrian Improvements 
 
 
 
 
Business 
 
 
 
 
 
Housing 

The compact nature of the city, the need to protect key open spaces, the limited  
availability of previously developed land and pressure from other uses does limit the  
ability of the city to provide for large scale housing development. The exception to  
this is the housing development underway at Mount Oswald and on the site of the former 
Police HQ at Aykley Heads and at the former Fire & Rescue Service HQ at Framwellgate 
Moor. These latter two proposals have also enabled the  
redevelopment of high quality replacement facilities for these important public  
services.  
 
Student Housing 

The spread of student housing into the existing housing stock, in and close to the city  
centre, has raised concern amongst some residents. To address this, the Council has  
introduced stricter control on the development of Houses in Multiple Occupation  
(via the introduction of an Article 4 direction and an Interim Planning Policy) and has  
permitted purpose built student accommodation at appropriate locations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Progressing  
 
 
 
 
Progressing 
 
 
 
 
 
Progressing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete 
Complete 
 
 
 
 
Progressing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
. 
The Rivergreen building has been acquired freeing up Plot D to be 
incorporated into the wider development site. 
  
 
 
A Stakeholder group was established to determine a range of 
deliverable work packages to improve access, use and interpretation 
of the riverbanks. Elvet Park forms part of the riverside offer and 
work is underway to establish an appropriate  end use for this site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Leisure 

Wharton Park redevelopment  
 
 
 
 
 

Area Action Partnership 
Locally agreed priorities developed and delivered yearly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Complete  

The £3 million regeneration of Wharton Park (funded by the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, Big Lottery Fund and the Council) was 
complete in the summer of 2016 and has renovated and enhanced 
its facilities including play equipment for all ages, a new café, 
heritage centre and outdoor learning space and an amphitheatre 
to host live music 
 
 
 
Additional Projects 

 
Towns & Villages  
 
Continued support offered via Targeted Business Improvement 
Scheme. 
 
Property Reuse and Conversion Loan   
 
Free Retail Training 
 
RHSS & WBF Vibrancy Events, Seaham Food Festival, Family Fun 
Activity and Events 
 
Durham BID  - vibrancy events programme 
 
UKSPF Enterprising Durham New Start Up Grant 
 
Improving Community Resilience 
 
Public consultation by Owners of the Prince Bishops Shopping 
Centre proposing redevelopment into a broader mixed-use 
scheme. 
 

 


